
Cash-strapped T looks to sell a gem

Newton station designed by architectural legend goes on the block
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The Newton Centre Station is a head-turning throwback to an another age. (Suzanne Kreiter/Globe Staff)

NEWTON - For sale: Newton Ctr station, 120 yrs old, open flr plan, loaded w/ charm & history, near T & shops, listed Natl Register. Motivated sellr.

“For the train buff who has everything?’’ one observer mused on a Railroad.net message board, spotting a legal notice for the MBTA’s proposed sale of Newton Centre Station.

Perhaps, but any rail fan with designs on turning the architectural landmark into a private clubhouse or railside residence will have to wait. The building is occupied by a restaurant, and the buyer must honor a lease that runs to 2030 and allow public access to the Green Line platforms behind the building.

[image: image1]The proposed sale, with minimum bids of $700,000 due Oct. 19, comes as the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority considers a fare increase and faces mounting pressure to wring money from other sources, such as selling ads on MBTA.com or putting properties that are not essential on the block.

“As circumstances allow, we will take this money that we receive from the sale of noncore assets and reinvest it in the system,’’ said Jonathan R. Davis, acting general manager of the MBTA, which owes $6 billion in debt, plus interest, while struggling to address a $4.5 billion maintenance backlog.

Most of the properties the MBTA has offered up recently have little historic or aesthetic charm: a parking garage beneath North Station, a squat office building in Dorchester, an undeveloped parcel in Mansfield, a concrete pad in front of a Newbury Street mural.

But the Newton Centre Station stands apart: a head-turning throwback, hard against an active light-rail line, etched with meaning for students of transportation, architecture, and local history.

The station was one of 32 designed for the Boston and Albany Railroad in the late 19th century by Henry Hobson Richardson, among the leading American architects of his day, and by close associates after his 1886 death.

“These stations were intended to be gateways to the community in one direction and gateways to the railroad system in the other direction,’’ said James F. O’Gorman, a Wellesley College professor emeritus who has written extensively on the Richardsonian Romanesque style.

Erected as monuments to the railroad boom, nearly two-thirds of those stations would be demolished amid the railroad bust. Many were destroyed in the mid-20th century to make room for the Massachusetts Turnpike and park-and-ride lots.

The station in Newton Centre, erected in 1890, marked that village’s transition from pastoral hamlet to bustling suburb. The station attracted developers and home buyers and spurred construction of large commercial blocks nearby, said Vicki Danberg, a Newton alderwoman and student of local history.

From boston.com: http://articles.boston.com/2011-09-26/news/30205080_1_gateways-north-station-local-history

