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Information and items of  interest for the Varna Community 

PLAYGROUND PLANNING EVENT

MONDAY FEB. 16  -  5:30PM


at the

Varna Community Center


EVERYONE IS INVITED!


     Do your kids really want a twisty slide?  A tree house? A climbing wall? Monkey bars? A 
tunnel?  Other stuff ? The playground planning event is your best opportunity to let us know 
what you want in the new playground.  
     Of  course we can’t promise to make everyone’s playground dreams come true, but we’ll do 
the best we can to see that your ideas are  incorporate into the playground design.   
     Can’t make it to the event on Feb. 16? Contact Paulina with your ideas:  pdm37@cornell.edu 
 

Q: Who will build the playground?



A: The community of Varna (that means YOU! plus all your friends & neighbors)    


 

The	  Ithaca-‐based	  firm,	  Play	  By	  Design,	  will	  guide	  us	  through	  the	  whole	  process,	  including	  a	  
‘COMMUNITY	  BUILD’	  in	  the	  late	  spring.	  	  	  

Healthy	  	  
snacks	  
provided!	  

OPEN	  JAM	  NIGHT 

EVERY	  WEDNESDAY 

7:30	  -‐	  10:30PM 

at the 

VARNA	  

COMMUNITY	  CENTER 

Remember the Varna Band Fest last 
August?  That was so well received that the 
Varna Community Association board has 
given a green light to open jam sessions 
every Wednesday night. These will be co-
hosted by loca l music ians David 
Greybeard, Mitch Wiedemann, and Leon 
Arguello, and will feature music by 
songwriters and performers - mostly local, 
and all entertaining. Poetry readings may 
also be part of  the line-up. Come regularly, 
come often and learn about different styles 
of  music, the art of  songwriting, and who’s 
who in the music scene. Admission is free, 
coffee and light snacks will be available at 
‘suggested donation’ costs.  



CUB SCOUTS HELD DERBY IN VARNA 
On a cold winter day recently, the Varna Community Center 
was alive with cheering as Cub Scout Pack 55’s miniature 
cars raced down the Pinewood Derby track. Each boy in the 
pack watched with excitement to see if  his car would win.  
Of  course, siblings, parents, and scout leaders were also 
watching the fun.  In 1953 a scout leader in California came 
up with the idea and it caught on across the country.  It’s 
been going strong ever since.  Each Scout is given a block of  
pine, 4 plastic wheels and 4 nails.  The finished car must use 
all nine items and may not exceed a certain weight.  Beyond 
these rules, each Scout is able to carve and decorate his car 
as he chooses.  Cub Scout Pack 55 has several members, 
ages 7 to 10.  The Pack is starting to outgrow the space 
they’ve been using at the Ellis Hollow Community Center, 
so they asked to hold the Pinewood Derby and camp-in in 
Varna.  The leader of  Pack 55 is Luke Dewalt (phone: 
539-6666; e-mail: ledewalt@gmail.com) 

	  BELLS & WHISTLES	  
	  an	  aPernoon	  of	  music	  and	  fun	  	  

March	  14	  
A	  FUNDRAISING	  EVENT	  FOR	  THE	  VARNA	  PLAYGROUND	  

	  	  
Custom-‐designed	  playgrounds	  are	  not	  cheap.	  Fortunately,	  we	  have	  secured	  funding	  from	  United	  Way,	  Jim	  Ray	  
Homes,	  Streble	  Planning	  Group,	  and	  several	  individual	  donors.	  	  Paired	  with	  lots	  of	  volunteer	  labor,	  the	  funds	  
we	  have	  should	  meet	  the	  basic	  costs	  of	  materials	  and	  guidance	  from	  Play	  by	  Design.	  Any	  extra	  dollars	  we	  can	  
raise	  will	  allow	  us	  to	  	  add	  more	  fun	  ac0vi0es	  (aka	  -‐	  the	  ‘bells	  and	  whistles’)	  for	  our	  kids!	  Here’s	  what’s	  planned	  
for	  the	  aPernoon	  of	  	  March	  14:	  

•  2pm	  	  	  ANGIE	  BEELER	  (of	  Music&Mo0on	  fame)	  will	  present	  a	  program	  for	  kids	  featuring	  songs	  that	  will	  
make	  you	  laugh	  and	  wiggle!	  	  

•  3pm	  	  Refreshments	  ,	  socializing….	  and	  surprises.	  	  If	  you	  bring	  your	  own	  bells	  or	  whistles,	  this	  will	  be	  the	  
0me	  to	  use	  them	  

•  4pm	  	  ENCORE,	  	  a	  classic	  rock	  band,	  will	  play	  songs	  you	  know	  and	  love	  from	  The	  Beatles,	  	  The	  Beach	  Boys,	  
James	  Taylor	  and	  many	  many	  more.	  	  	  

Angie	  Beeler	  &	  
her	  husband	  Leon.	  
They	  live	  in	  Varna.	  

Encore	  is	  a	  local	  band.	  

The	  VCA	  thanks	  the	  musicians	  and	  donors	  of	  matching	  funds	  for	  	  their	  support	  of	  this	  event.	  	  	  

	  
Children	  FREE,	  Adults	  $10	  donaSon	  suggested	  	  
CHALLENGE	  –	  If	  you	  give	  more	  than	  $10	  per	  adult,	  your	  
extra	  donaSon	  will	  be	  matched	  by	  secret	  playground	  
supporters.	  	  Give	  an	  extra	  $20	  and	  the	  VCA	  will	  receive	  $40!	  	  
Give	  an	  extra	  $50	  and	  the	  VCA	  will	  receive	  $100	  	  (up	  to	  a	  
maximum	  of	  	  $500)	  
	  
FUNDRAISING	  TARGET	  =	  $1000	  	  It	  will	  all	  go	  for	  the	  kids.	  



VCA	  Board	  of	  Directors	  
The VCA’s Annual Meeting was held on December 5 
2014.  Amidst ice-cream eating and the happy noise of  
children playing, members of  the Board of  Directors 
were elected for 2015. At it’s first meeting of  the new 
year, the Board elected officers: 
     Arthur Berkey, Secretary 
     Leroy Diaz 
     Sue Heath 
     Debby Lecoq 
     Janet Morgan, Chair 
     Simon St.Laurent, Treasurer 
     Kim Simmons 
     Susan Simmons, Vice Chair 
     Dawn Thornton 
  
Meetings of  the VCA Board are open to the public. The 
Board meets about once a month on Sundays at 3pm, 
but since the Community Center has a regular renter at 
that time, Board meeting locations may vary. The next 
meeting will be February 15. For more information 
contact Janet Morgan (607) 256-1617. Your input is 
welcome and appreciated.  

Get the VARNA NEWS in color! 
You can be among the first to read each issue of  the 
Varna News, if  you have it delivered electronically.  The 
e-version will arrive promptly in your inbox, in color, 
and with active internet links! Just send an email to: 
Newsletter@VarnaCommunityAssocation.org  
In your message, please include your street address so 
we can stop sending paper copies to you.  

Community	  Sale	  Days	  	  
   Buy a coupon booklet from the Varna Community Association for $5 and shop at BonTon or Friday February 
27 8am -11pm or Saturday February 28 7am - 8pm. 
Here is what you get for $5:   
   • Coupon worth $10 off  on a $10 or more item 
   • 30% off  Early Bird Coupon, valid until 2pm 
   • Tiered shopping pass for 25% / 20% / 10% off  each regular or sale priced item 
   • 25 item suggestions to use the $10 coupon offer on 
   • 14 item suggestions to use the 30% coupon offer on 
   • 27 bar-coded merchandise offers: customers must have the coupon to receive the special pricing on these offers 
   • 2 web-exclusive offers 

 

The VCA earns $5 for every coupon booklet sold!   Coupon books will be available at the pancake breakfast on 
February 11.  Or, you can call Susan at 607-280-8042 to order yours.  A VCA volunteer can deliver it to you, if  
needed.  
   You can also order coupon booklets online at: http://www.communitydayevent.com/support-organizations.html  
Click on ‘SUPPORT ORGANIZATIONS’  and select ‘Varna Community Association’.  
   The VCA earns $5 for every coupon book purchased. The money earned will help to pay utility bills and other 
expenses at the Varna Community Center. Thank you! 

IthacaMusic.net  --  Ithaca’s ‘music hub’ 
Ithacamusic.net is a new website started by Mitch 
Weidemann who saw a need to put information 
about local performers and venues in one place. If  
you visit the website, you’ll find that the Varna 
Community Center is listed as a ‘venue’ where 
music happens. 

The Varna Community  
Association is a member  
organization with United Way of  Tompkins County 

GET	  CONNECTED	  
United Way offers an easy way for people to “Get 
Connected” with volunteer opportunities in an 
around the County. At http://getconnected.uwtc.org 
you will find many local non-profit agencies listed, 
including the Varna Community Association. 
Agencies looking for volunteers post their needs on 
this site and you can sign up to help.  The VCA will 
be posting a request for help with the community 
build of  our new playground. Some groups are also 
looking for in-kind donations such as building 
materials, household items toys, or books. To reach 
the United Way office in Ithaca, call: (607)272-6286. 



Facility Use Rates 
Non-‐Profit	  Organiza8ons: 

    ½ day   Full Day     Evening 
Small Room only   $30   $50   $40 
Large & Small Rooms    50     75    65 
Kitchen use (add)    25    35    30 
Kitchen use only    45    70    55 
All facilities     75   100    85 
Private	  (non-‐commercial)	  use: 
Small Room only   $40   $60   $55 
Large & Small Rooms    65    95    85 
Kitchen use (add)    25    35    30 
Kitchen use only    55    85    70 
All facilities     85   120   105 

For-‐Profit	  Organiza8ons:	  
Small Room only   $50   $105   $75 
Large & Small Rooms    95     180   140 
Kitchen use (add)    30      40     35 
Kitchen use only    70      95     85 
All facilities    130     220   175 

Ongoing collection . . . 
• 4-ply acrylic yarn to knit hats for medical patients.  
• Empty returnable beverage bottles & cans.  
• Old cell phones. 
• Empty inkjet and laser toner cartridges   
• old and/or unwanted eye glasses  
Items can be dropped off at the community center.  All donations are always 
appreciated. 

VCA Community Calendar 
February 
    11  Open Jam session, 7:30–10:30PM 
    16  Playground Planning, 5:30PM 
March 
      8    Pancake Breakfast, 8AM–Noon 
    15  Playground fundraiser, 2–5PM 
April 
     12  Pancake Breakfast, 8AM–Noon 

Do you have newsworthy items or something to share with? 
Please send news or other items to: 

newsletter@varnacommunityassociation.org 

WHAT	  CAN	  THE	  VCA	  DO	  FOR	  YOU?	  	  
If  you live along Dryden Rd. (NY Rte. 366) from Game Farm Rd. to NY Rte. 13 you are a member of  the 
VCA. And, if  you live on one of  the roads that branch off  that section of  Rte. 366, you are a member of  the 
VCA. There are no other requirements for membership! The VCA is your community association. Please let 
the VCA board know of  programs or opportunities you would like to have available in Varna. We’ll be happy 
to hear from you and we’ll do our best to make your ideas a reality. Contact Janet Morgan:  (607-256-1617) 
(chair@VarnaCommunityAssociation.org)  

There’s a new hi-tech doodad perched on 
the Community Center roof. It’s not an 
alien life form, it’s a WiFi receiver.  Free 
WiFi Internet service should be ready 
for your use by the Pancake breakfast on 
February 8th and Open Jam session on 
February 11. If  there’s a password to 
access the Internet service, it will be 
posted prominently both inside and 
outside the Center. You’ll be able to use 
the WiFi service with any internet-ready 
device such as a smart phone or laptop. 
In the fu ture , the Communi ty 
Association also plans to provide a 
computer for public use – stay tuned for 
updates. The WiFi  internet hotspot in 
Varna is part of  a Town-wide effort to 
increase Internet access for Dryden 
residents.  Our thanks go to Clarity 
Connect for the installation. 

WIFI	  receiver!! 

Daylight Savings 
Begins

Sunday, March 8th
Turn your clocks 

ahead



Lifelong	  Tax	  PreparaSon	  	  –	  	  2015	  Tax	  Season 
  Free Tax Preparation for all seniors 60+ years AND, regardless of  age, individuals with 

incomes below $32,000 or families with incomes below $53,000. 
  

Appointments available January 29-April 11, 2015, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 
only at Lifelong, 119 West Court Street.  

  

Call 607-273-1511 for an appointment.  
  

The Tax Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) is sponsored in Tompkins County by the IRS and 
Lifelong, Tompkins County Senior Citizen’s Council, Inc. 

Although	  you	  probably	  cannot	  read	  the	  fine	  print	  on	  this	  liele	  sketch,	  it	  depicts	  a	  6-‐foot	  wide	  sidewalk	  on	  each	  
side	  of	   the	  road,	  a	  4.5-‐foot	  green	  space	  between	  the	  sidewalk	  and	  curb,	  crosswalks	  at	  bus	  stops,	  and	  traffic	  
lanes	   that	   are	   marked	   for	   shared	   use	   of	   both	   cars	   and	   bicycles.	   This	   drawing	   accompanied	   the	   Town	   of	  
Dryden’s	   request	   for	   federal	   funding	   to	  make	   NY	   Rte.	   366	   safer	   for	   pedestrians	   and	   bikers	   along	   Rte.	   366	  
between	  the	  old	  railroad	  bridge	  and	  Forest	  Home	  Drive.	  Happily,	  ini0al	  federal	  funds	  have	  been	  allocated	  for	  
construc0on	   to	   start	   in	   2017.	  Before	   then,	   the	  Town,	  working	  with	  NY	  Department	  of	   Transporta0on,	  must	  
complete	  engineering	  and	  design	  studies	  so	  the	  project	  will	  be	  ready	  for	  the	  construc0on	  phase.	  Your	  input	  is	  
welcome:	   contact	   David	   Weinstein,	   member	   of	   the	   Town	   of	   Dryden	   Planning	   Board	   (607-‐273-‐1227)	  
(daw5@cornell.edu)	  or	  Jim	  Skaley	  (607-‐256-‐1617)	  (jeskaley@aol.com).	  	  	  

MOVING TOWARD 
A SAFER VARNA 

	  
Here’s	  a	  sketch	  of	  what	  Rte.	  366	  
can	  look	  like	  in	  the	  future:	  	  

Who	  Uses	  the	  Varna	  Community	  Center?	  
If  you’ve been by the Community Center and noticed activities going on, you might be interested to know what 
outside groups held meetings, workshops and celebrations there in 2014. Here’s a partial listing of  renters – 
some rented once and some held multiple events: 
AA (Alcoholic Anonymous)    Balancing Center Aikido 
Cornell CRU      Cornell Indonesian Association 
Cornell Malaysian Association   Cornell Singapore Association 
MOMs Club of  Ithaca    Society for Creative Anachronism 
Tompkins County Quilters Guild   Quilt Divas 
  
There were also family birthdays, memorials, wedding receptions, and other private gatherings held at the 
Community Center. Visit the VCA website VarnaCommunityAssociation.org to read about the facilities and 
rental rates, to check the calendar for availability, and to find out how to inquire about scheduling your event.    
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     The next VCA Pancake Breakfast will be held on Sunday March 8th from 8AM–
Noon. Come and enjoy a great All-You-Care-To-Eat Pancake Breakfast at the Varna 
Community Center.  Breakfast includes pancakes, waffles, French toast, sausage, 
scrambled eggs, hash browns, biscuits and sausage gravy, breakfast breads, fruit, 
orange juice, and coffee, tea, or hot cocoa.  Volunteers are always encouraged and 
needed to donate an hour or two of time.  To volunteer, contact Susan Simmons 
(607–277–9325 or sasrvcs121@yahoo.com). 
      We look forward to seeing you at The Varna Community Center.  Thank 
You!  Breakfast Dates: 3/8, 4/12 & 5/10. 

Pancakes Are Here!!  


