What you can do to help make
Tompkins County a dog-friendly place

1) Join with others working on these
issues by joining the Tompkins County
Dog Owners Group (TCDOG). It's easy
—just go to www.tcdog.org

2) Work on the petition drives and | etter-
writing campaigns — we need to let our
state and local legidlators know how we
feel about off-leash areas and other
important issues related to the well being
of dogs and dog owners.

3) Tak with your neighbors, friends and
co-workers about the importance of off-
leash areas, answering their questions and
looking into their concerns.

4) Be responsible when you are walking
your dog (on or off leash) by picking up
and disposing of your dog’'s waste (and
any other waste you see), keeping your
dog under your control, being aware of
potentially dangerous situations, and
being sensitive to the needs of others
using the same space.

5) Join one or more of the working
groups of TCDOG, including:
Treman legalization
Creating other off-leash areas
Tabling and outreach
Educational forums
Membership & member events
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The Tompkins County
Dog Owners Group
(TCDOG) isa not-for-
profit membership
organization with the
following goals:

1) to facilitate communication among dog
owners, the public, and government about
mutual concerns and issues regarding dogs;

2) toincrease positive interaction among people
and dogs and to facilitate healthy dog
socialization through the creation of off-leash
areas,

3) to promote responsible dog ownership, public
health, and optimal dog health by
encouraging waste cleanup, obedience
training, vaccinations, neutering and
exercise;

4) to promote off-leash areas as alternatives to
excessive use of sensitive natural areas.

The organization was originally founded in 2001.
It was later revitalized as a membership
organization and incorporated in July 2005. Itis
currently in the process of becoming a’501(c)3
not-for-profit organization, and governed by a 5-
member executive council. Membership dues are
$5/year, which includes access to the TCDOG list
serve.

Election of Executive Council members
occurs at semi-annual membership meetingsin
September and March. To vote asamember in
good standing, members need to attend at least
one meeting or volunteer in some capacity and
pay their dues.

Work on Creating Off-Leash Dog Areas

TCDOG is committed to the establishment of
off-leash dog areas in Tompkins County,
including those serving specific needs (e.g., a
separate space for small dogs). With more than
2500 public dog parks nationwide, we have
gathered information from similar communities
that have successfully built and maintained off-
leash dog areas. We would like to work with the
business community to develop broad support for
dog-based tourism in Ithaca and the Finger Lakes.

The main focus of our current efforts to create
legal, off-leash dog areas is the City and State
land at the Allan H. Treman Marina, on the
southwestern edge of Cayuga Lake (behind the
Hangar Theater). For thirty yearsthis has been a
favorite place for dog walkers, and for the past
severa years there have been free plastic bags and
a dumpster provided to encourage responsible
dog waste cleanup. Members of the Ithaca dog-
loving community have been working together to
find away to make this areaalegal place for dogs
to play, swim and run off-leash. These efforts
currently include:

- promoting responsible and sensitive use

of this space by dog walkers;

working with city and other municipal
legislators to address concerns of
individuals and groups in the region;
petitioning state legidlators to change the
state park regulations;

hosting events for dogs and their
owners/walkers at that location.

TCDOG aso supports the Jacksonville
Community Park, aprivately owned park in the
small town of Jacksonville where responsible off-
leash dog walking islegal. For more information
about that, and other off-leash projects, see

www.tcdog.org.

Attributes Necessary for Off-Leash Areas

Sufficient space for active dogsto run freely, and
for dogs that chase tennis balls and Frisbeesto be
able to do so without interfering with more sedate
park users

Sufficient space and appropriate topography so that
less active dogs can avoid unwanted attention
from more rambunctious ones (or separate spaces
for small dogs)

Good sight lines over large areas so that human
users can monitor their dogs

Sufficient space so that overuse does not create
problems with density, such as aggression due to
over-crowding by dogs, or degradation of the
property (e.g., dust and mud)

Natural or man-made barriers to separate off-leash
dogs from hazards such as cars

Natural or man-made barriers and adequate signage
so people will be aware of the purpose of the area
and be prepared to encounter dogs

Access to clean water for drinking and, ideally, for
recreational swimming, retrieving and cooling off
in hot weather

A message board and/or kiosk where expectations
for dog and dog owner behavior can be posted,
along with other messages of interest

Easy access with sufficient parking and/or trails

Access to bags for waste and covered garbage cans
or dumpsters, with regular waste removal

Regular mowing of grassy areas to reduce ticks and
ensure adequate sight lines




