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"The Case for Space: Tompkins County Needs an Off-Leash Dog Park"; Tompkins County Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals; September 4, 2002. 
Available as link at: http://www.spcaonline.com/off%20leash.PDF)


Study done by the Tompkins County SPCA, the first no kill shelter in the country, this report makes a strong case for the establishment of Ithaca as a dog friendly community. Report states why an off leash dog park is needed in Tompkins County and describes benefits  especially in the area of socialization and improved well being to animals and humans.

Blackshaw, Judith K.  And Marriott, Jane, August 1995. -Public Open Space and Dogs, in A Design And Management Guide For Open Space: Professionals And Local Government, http://www.petnet.com.au/openspace/posindex.html 

Landmark Australian study often used as reference by municipalities when considering implementation of off leash dog recreation areas.

 “Who Let the Dogs Out?” American Planning Association, February 2005, p24-27.

 
Summary: As the demand for dog parks increases, planners scramble to meet the demand for multiple use parks. This article addresses the history of the dog park movement, various pros and cons associated with dog parks in the community (including decrease in crime), the importance of size when looking for the best locations and various park management issues.
*note; according to Bill Zardus of Camden, NJ, owner of ,”The DogParkNews.com” (a Yahoo group), there are now an estimated 1,500-2,000 “official” dog parks in the United States with more in the works every day. (from a message dated 1/11/2006)

** copy of article available upon request
“Fighting for Fido, Is there enough room for both dogs and children to enjoy the same park?” Parks and Recreation, January 2005, p33-36.

Summary: Article addresses the dilemma of how to best utilize scarce public land space for multiple purposes. Mentions several successful dog park projects and looks at the rise of off-leash citizen advisory councils and the importance of such associations in the planning and management of these parks.


* copy of article available upon request
“Bone of Contention”, The Christian Science Monitor, December 29, 2004. –http://www.csmonitor.com/2004/1229/p16s01-lihc.html

Summary: Short article addresses heated debates among dog owners and non dog owners over to the shared use of park space and the growing trend toward dog parks. “Dog owners feel, and rightly so, they are taxpayers also, and while some people use the park for jogging or soccer or tennis, dog owners’ interest is having an area where their dogs can run freely. If you don’t like dogs, now you can avoid them because they’ll have an area that’s just for them.” (quoting Nancy Peterson of the Humane Society of the United States).

“How to Start a Dog Park”. http://www.dogpark.com
Gives suggestions to groups who are considering establishing off leash dog parks in their community. States various benefits and considerations. Outlines some guidelines used at established dog parks.

“Planning Parks for Pets”, American Park and Recreation Society, Jennifer Hickes, National Recreation and Park Association, (703) 858-0784 or www.activeparks.org 

