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Use of Former Train Depot Lot and ATV Trail Raises Concerns in Windham

WINDHAM, N.H. (AP) — Use of a former train depot parking lot that accesses a popular ATV trail is causing a stir in Windham.

Residents who live nearby say the parking area and the Rockingham Recreation Trail are host to late night noise from fireworks, gunshots and people drinking.

Selectmen last week took a tour of the site and invited residents, state officials and ATV enthusiasts. Officials say they will listen to everybody’s concerns before deciding what to do.

Members of the Historic District Commission, meanwhile, have concerns of their own about the former railroad site — how to preserve a vital piece of the town’s history.

Two buildings sit at the site today where the Boston and Maine Railroad made its way through town along tracks that have since been removed.

"It’s absolutely a shame that it has come to be so derelict," said commission member Carol Tynn. "That was once a very busy little place.  It was a place where residents would gather and socialize."

The railroad operated until the mid-1950s, carrying freight, mail and passengers.

The depot was built in 1875.  The area was also home to a general store, post office and several boarding houses.

The commission has discussed restoring the remaining buildings and opening them up to trail visitors or perhaps moving the buildings to another part of town.

"Part of the problem is that where the buildings are now, they are in a location that is so remote," Tynn said.

Commission officials plan to review other potential uses for the buildings.

"It would be wonderful to be able to put pictures on the walls on the inside of the buildings of what the depot used to look like," Tynn said.  "But whatever happens, we would like it to be a useful building in some manner."
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