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When flames consumed Farmington garage, an old train depot also disappeared
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This picture shows old Farmington train depot, including the grain shed (right rear), located near the current intersection of Tappan Street and Route 11, in the early 1900s. The shed, which was destroyed by an electrical fire on Feb. 8, was bought about 50 years later by Arthur Cardinal, who moved the building to its current location on Route 11 in 1965.
(Courtesy Photo) 





FARMINGTON — While the fate of Arthur Cardinal's garage on Route 11, which was destroyed by an electrical fire on Feb. 8, has not been determined, Roger Belanger noted the charred structure is all that remains of the town's train depot after it was moved from New Durham.

Belanger, 66, a lifelong resident who acts as one of the unofficial historians in the town, said he was surprised other residents didn't recall the history of the building, which had been moved three different times in the past 200 years.

New Durham Town Historian Cathy Orlowicz said part of the building first served as a Quaker meeting house and was originally located at the corner of Quaker Road and Ridge Road Top in New Durham. She added the building was moved to Ridge Road and Route 11 in Farmington, where it was expanded and used as a warehouse for grain around 1850.

Belanger said the building was eventually moved to the end of Tappan Street in Farmington, where it continued to serve as a grain shed at the train depot around the turn of the 20th century.

"That was when the railroad was going full tilt," Belanger said.

Belanger said it was used to store grain until the railroad stopped operating in August 1953 because the majority of shipping was then being done by automobiles. He said Route 11 opened in October 1953.
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Workers continue cleanup recently at the scene of a fire that destroyed Cardinal's garage on Route 11 in Farmington on Feb. 8. The fire took away more than a garage. The charred remains are all that is left of the town's train depot.
(Quinn/Democrat photo) 
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In 1965, the N.H. Liquor Commission bought the property to build a new store in town, which replaced the one located on South Main Street, Belanger said, adding a liquor store and a Rite Aid are still located at the site.

Belanger said Arthur Cardinal purchased the old grain shed and moved it about a half mile to the south, where he converted it into a garage.

"It was there for 42 years," Belanger said. "It's history now because it burned."

The charred remains of the building, located between Napa Auto Parts store and the Punkin Garden Center on Route 11, will eventually be torn down, according to firefighters.

"Every time I drove by it on Route 11, I said that is all that remains of our railway station," Belanger said.

