Some correspondence about the Farm Hill station in Stoneham (I hope no one objects to my posting these here—let me know if you do, and down they will come!):
From: "Stoneham Historical Society" <stonehamhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com>

To: <TK41C@aol.com>

Subject: Re: Confirmation, please

Date: Thursday, March 11, 2004 4:42 PM

Hi, Jay:

I checked our photo file at the Stoneham Historical Society and found a small picture of the station in its original location. We also have a larger photo of the station sitting on a flat-bed truck trailer being moved.

The station was moved to 152 Central Street which is on the left-hand side, North of the Elm Street intersection, and just beyond the old Sunnyhurst Dairy building. It is a private residence. During a drive by, I did look at the 127 Central Street house you mentioned. I agree the roof line does look similar, but all info we have says it is 152 and our Museum Curator confirms that from personal experience.

FYI, we have a "Xerox" copy of a smaller "box type" station that says Farm Hill Station that says it came from the Beverly Society. According to our Museum Curator, that station was used after the larger "house" station was moved.

I hope this is satisfactory confirmation/correction.

Regards,

Dick Watts

TK41C@aol.com wrote:

For sometime, I have been trying to confirm the existence of the the Farm Hill RR station.for the "Existing RR Stations of Mass." list.

A recent posting on "Railroad.net" (presently down) reports the two story building was relocated to the corner of Elm and Central.  There is a green house at 127 Central that looks very similar to the building shown in a recent Boston & Maine RR Historical Society of Farm Hill sta., obtained from the Beverly (Walker) Historical Society.  Its distinguishing feature is the roof.

Can you confirm this information or correct it?

Thanks
From: "Paul Nickulas" <elusive_pimpernel@hotmail.com>

To: <sglap3@onlineimage.com>

Subject: Farm Hill Station, Stoneham, Middlesex County

Date: Saturday, February 14, 2004 11:47 AM

THERE NEVER WAS A FARM HILL STATION, AS SUCH. THE PASSENGER TRAIN STOPPED WHERE THE TRACKS CROSSED MAIN STREET, MIDWAY BETWEEN ELM STREET AND WILLIAMS STREET. THE ONLY STRUCTURES WERE A PRIVATELY-OWNED VARIETY STORE ON THE WEST SIDE OF MAIN STREET AND A SMALL WOODEN BUILDING FOR BOSTON AND MAINE EMPLOYEES WHO OPERATED THE CROSSING BARRIERS. THIS STRUCTURE DID, HOWEVER BEAR A WOODEN SIGN THAT READ "FARM HILL". PRESUMABLY, IN INCLEMENT WEATHER, A FEW PASSENGERS MIGHT BE PERMITTED INSIDE TO WAIT FOR THE TRAIN, BUT TICKETS WERE NOT SOLD THERE. (AT LEAST DURING THE 1950s). ABOUT 1968, THIS STRUCTURE WAS DEMOLISHED TO ACCOMMODATE A SMALL STRIP MALL CALLED FARM HILL PLAZA, BUILT AROUND A DRUG STORE, ICE CREAM SHOP AND HAIR SALON.

THE ONLY ACTUAL STATION IN STONEHAM WAS LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF HANCOCK AND PINE STREETS AS THE "STONEHAM" STATION.

FARM HILL WAS JUST A NAMED STOP WITHOUT A PROPER STATION BUILDING.

I HOPE THIS INFORMATION IS USEFUL

PAUL NICKULAS

