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What Are Friends For?   
You might hear this when a friend does something 
for you, or you might say it yourself after you help 
them.  At the Library we might say “What are The 
Friends for?” The Lansing Community Library (LCL) 
Friends group has done all kinds of good deeds to 
help the library!  In the beginning, The Friends  
actually were responsible for acquiring and  
organizing the books and other materials to make 
the tiny new library operational.  They helped raise 
funds for the renovation of the former town hall by 
seeking donations, writing grants and hosting 
events like chicken barbecues and  Twilight Magic-- 
wonderful evenings of dining and dancing right 
here in Lansing. 
 
Now the Friends also help with programming —
arranging for speakers, providing snacks and 
publicizing events. The twice-annual book sales are 
organized by The Friends.  Last fall, The Friends and 
other volunteers transformed the weedy west 
slope into a new attractive garden.  So, you can see, 
The Friends stay very busy. 
 
How can you help The Friends?  We thought you’d 
never ask!  We need additional Friends to help  

periodically—say, a couple hours every other 
month, or for a Saturday or evening event. Many  
tasks can even be done from the convenience of 
your home and on a flexible schedule.   
 
If this library is important to you, and friendship 
means a lot to you, what are you waiting for?  
Please let us know how you would like to help by 
completing the information sheet located at the 
library circulation desk or contact Donna Scott at  
533-7228 (DLS9@cornell.edu).  

 

One County, One Card! 
Patrons of the 6 libraries within Tompkins County 
are now able to borrow items and use the services 
of any county library with a single card. After  
choosing a ‘home’ library, the card can be used to 
borrow materials from any of the public libraries 
within Tompkins County.  The best card in your  
wallet! 
 

Interlibrary Loans 
Have you taken advantage of free interlibrary loan?  
Lansing patrons can access the collections of all  
33 libraries within the  Finger Lakes Library  
System (FLLS) and collections throughout the 
county. Requests can be made at LCL or online  
anywhere, including from your home.  Books are 

delivered to LCL when they become 
available and can be returned here 
when finished. Lansing receives three 
interlibrary loan deliveries a week.  
Patrons receive an email or phone call 
when their items arrive.  

Did You Know? 
Books taken out from any FLLS library,  
including the Tompkins County Public Library,  
may be returned to LCL. There is no need to make a 
special trip to Ithaca or outlying  
libraries.   
 

 
Computers and Wireless Access 
LCL has public computers, as well as high-speed 
wireless service available to patrons, with plans to 
add an Early Literacy Children’s computer later this 
year. To use one of LCL’s computers, register at the 
lobby computer across from the circulation desk.  
Enter your patron number located on your library 
card, and a computer will be assigned to you.   
Sessions are 30-minutes when other patrons are 
waiting.  You can also bring your 
own laptop and other devices to 
take advantage of LCL’s wireless 
service. 

 

For a calendar of  
upcoming events visit us  

online at  
www.lansinglibrary.org 

or on Facebook 

Downloadable Audio Books  
@ Lansing Library! 

Patrons can now download to portable audio 
and eBook devices through Overdrive. Log on 
to the Lansing Library website, click search our  
Catalog, then click digital downloads, and start 
reading. It is fast, easy, and free! 



  

Book Club for Adults 
Join us at LCL for our monthly Adult Book 

Club.  Meet with other book lovers to read and  
discuss a wide variety of interesting titles.  Ask at 

the circulation desk to find out the title for this 
month.  We look forward to seeing you! 

 
 

Summer Reading @ Lansing Library  
Join us for Summer Reading! We have a fabulous 

summer planned with activities, crafts, stories, 
prizes, and even a play in Myers park.  The library 

will have programs for Children, Teens, and Adults. 
Registration starts in June.  

Help support your library! 
We need your help to continue to grow our library services. 

Please donate today! 
 

How would you like The Friends of LCL to use your donation? 
___Unrestricted   ___ Books   ___Summer Reading   ___Programs 

 
Please make checks payable to:  Friends of Lansing Community Library.   

 
Mail to: Friends of LCL: PO Box 289 Lansing, NY  14882 

 
 
 

    PO Box  289 . Lansing, NY  14882 
 

Postal Patron 

A Word From the  
Endowment  
Committee 
As we face a future in 
which public funds are likely to become increasingly 
scarce, it is critically important to develop reliable 
alternatives.  Most libraries that have been func-
tioning for some time have developed  
endowment funds to provide a secure income base.  
In fact, this is the case with all the other libraries in 
Tompkins County. 
 
The LCL is now an established and well-used  
institution in this community and is chartered by the 
State of New York.  The Library has an ever increas-
ing patronage and a collection of reading material  
augmented by a link with the Finger Lakes Library 
System.  LCL provides access to computer technol-
ogy for every patron and space for many commu-
nity activities.  This has happened because of the  
dedicated staff and volunteers who work in many 
capacities to keep the Library running smoothly. 
 
As it plans for the future, the Library Board of  
Trustees has appointed an Endowment  
Committee composed of Board members, a  
representative from the Friends of LCL, and  

community representatives.  Some of the purposes 
of this Committee are to secure the financial future 
of the Library, to raise funds for the technology 
needs of the Library in the 21st Century, and to  
ensure the space needs for the many different 
groups that use the Library. 
 
Beginning in April, the Endowment Committee will 
launch a campaign to raise $100,000 for a Library 
Endowment.  This will mainly be done by direct  
contributions.  Other forms of gift giving will be  
explored as well.  The Endowment Fund will be set 
up through the Community Foundation of  
Tompkins County.  Earnings from the Endowment 
will be used to augment the budget and provide for  
equipment items for which there are no other  
resources. 
 
The Lansing Community Library is a treasure; it is 
hard to imagine Lansing without all the services 
that it provides.  This is a great opportunity for 
everyone in the community to ensure that the  
Library can meet the challenges of the future.  So 
think about how you can help.  If anyone wishes to 
contribute to the Endowment Fund contact the  
Librarian, Susie Gutenberger-Fitzpatrick at 533-4939 
or Barbara Barry at 533-7563 
(fb12@cornell.edu).   


