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Newsletter #22     March 2005 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
When last I wrote, the sun was shining on green leaves; today, the landscape outside my window is 
equally sunny, but there are no leaves, and the ground is blanketed in white from previous days' snowfall.  
As I look towards spring, I recall the eventful few months we have passed together in our community, and 
how much we have learned and grown. 
 
We have welcomed several new children and their families into our Sunday School program.  We 
expanded our understanding of the Humanistic philosophy and its connection to different religious 
traditions at a panel discussion held during a Shabbat program.  We expanded our understanding of our 
own membership, as several of you shared your talents and experiences with us during our Member Night 
Shabbat program, and as many of you shared your family treasures with us during Family Sharing Night.  
We also had the privilege and fun of being part of a Chanukah concert event with the Klezmatics, 
internationally-renowned klezmer band, as we lighted a menorah honoring individuals of Jewish heritage 
who have contributed to peace and justice in the world.   
 
All of these events and programs have been made possible by the hard work of many dedicated members, 
including Board members and Committee members.  The Board remains committed to keeping our 
community alive and thriving by supporting the wide array of programs and activities that our members 
enjoy, and there is more to come this spring. 
 
We hope especially that you will plan to join us for a weekend of Kol Haverim events at the end of April.  
On April 30, we celebrate our annual Passover seder, with good food, music, and company.  The 
following day, on May 1, we are organizing a Community Service afternoon, as part of the national day 
of service that the Society for Humanistic Judaism is sponsoring.  On this day around the country, all 
member SHJ groups will simultaneously give physical form to their humanistic values by getting 
involved in their communities.  Here in Ithaca, we will be working together to "beautify" Tompkins 
County, by cleaning and planting a public space in Ithaca. 
 
It is the dedication, involvement, and participation of our members that help us to forge the deep 
connections that truly make us a community in more than just our name.  I look forward to the coming 
months as together we continue to build and cement this bond of community. 
 
 
Stacia Zabusky 
Chair 
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community of Humanistic Judaism  
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Vice-Chairperson: 
Jennifer Orleans 
273-5522  
jorleans@usa.net  
 

Treasurer: 
Alla Lukina  
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Caren Cooper 
257-4231 
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Mark Silverman 
277-3345 
psy4510000@yahoo.com  
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Harry Segal 
255-6434 
hgs2@cornell.edu 

Community Service: 
Kate Forest 
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Newsletter: 
Barbara Eden (Editor)                     
272-8595                                     
beb1@cornell.edu     
  

Social Action: 
Brian Eden 
272-8595 
bbe2@cornell.edu 

 
 
Kol Haverim publishes a bi-annual newsletter in print and electronic form in September and March.  The 
electronic version is free.  The print version is free to members.  To receive the electronic version send an 
email message to khnewsletter@yahoo.com, asking to be put on the email list. For more information, 
email the editor at khnewsletter@yahoo.com. Our mailing address is Kol Haverim, P.O. Box 4972, 
Ithaca, NY 14852-4972. 
 
You can find information about joining Kol Haverim at www.kolhaverim.net, or you can call 607- 277-
7949 and ask to have a membership form mailed to you. 
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UPCOMING KOL HAVERIM HOLIDAY AND PROGRAM EVENTS  
 
 

 
 

March 2005 
 
 

Purim Party- Sunday March 20th, 11:00am-1:00pm 

Jews Survive a Threat! 
  
Dateline Ancient Persia:  Haman, a wicked counselor to King Ahasuerus, has threatened 
to have all the Jews in the kingdom destroyed, but Queen Esther and her cousin, 
Mordecai, will try to prevent this tragedy.  Will they succeed? 
                                        
Join the Sunday School players and the Kol Haverim community for its first Purim 
celebration.  Participate in our thrilling, interactive theater presentation of the 
timeless story of good overcoming evil. 
  
This event will take place at the Lifelong Center.  The celebration will include a dish to pass luncheon, 
with traditional Purim foods.  

Suggested donation: $2 for adults.  Contact: Mark Silverman, psy4510000@yahoo.com 

April 2005 

Collage Party- Saturday, April 9th, 7:00-9:00pm 

Bring your creative energies and a dessert and we will all have some fun creating collages. All materials 
will be supplied. This event will take place at Lifelong Center. 

Contact Barbara Eden, beb1@cornell.edu for further information.  

Passover - Saturday April 30th, 3:00pm-6:00pm  
 
On the Horizon:  The Kol Haverim Passover Seder 

This is a reminder to make your reservations NOW for the Kol Haverim Passover Seder!  Since this seder 
also includes a catered dinner, we need you to help us plan ahead  - so reserve your spot today!  
 
Kol Haverim will host a humanistic family Passover seder, followed by a fully catered dinner on Saturday 
April 30, 2005  in the Auditorium at Kendal in Ithaca.  Plan on coming at 2:30 and the seder will start 
promptly at 3:00pm.   
 
The Passover Committee has prepared a great celebration that includes a participatory family service with 
both traditional and non-traditional songs accompanied by live music.  Children will have options to 
participate in supervised crafts, story telling, a dress-up musical parade as the "wandering tribe" and 
more.  For everyone there will be all the traditional foods of the Passover seder, additional symbolic foods 
that are a part of the Humanistic Passover observance, as well as the buffet dinner (with vegetarian 
options).  
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Cost for members is $30 per adult and $14 for children residing at home (ages 3 and up).  
Cost for Kendal residents is $30 per adult.  
Cost for non-members is $35 per adult and $15 for children (ages 3-18).  
Cost for college students only $15. 
Free for those with individual or family all-inclusive Kol Haverim memberships.  
 
To RESERVE your place at the seder table, contact Mark Silverman at (607) 277-3345 OR send your 
check to Kol Haverim at P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852 (please indicate the number of adults and 
children attending).  Since this is a catered dinner, only pre-payment will confirm your reservation.  
If you have an all-inclusive membership, please simply RSVP to Mark or Alla, ail@Cbord.com. 

 

May 2005 

SHJ Community Service Day- May 1st- Location and time TBA 

Kol Haverim will participate in a community beautification program in downtown Ithaca.  Our efforts on 
this day are part of the nation-wide "Day of Service" being organized  
by the Society for Humanistic Judaism; SHJ communities around the country will be doing their part to 
exercise our Humanistic values in aid of the communities where we live.  Members of our Kol Haverim  

community will work together on this Sunday afternoon, exact time to be announced, to remove trash and 
graffiti and plant some new flowers.   Please plan to join us; bring your work clothes, gloves and 
commitment to the community, both to our small KH one, and to the larger one in which we live.  For 
more information, contact Jonathan Joseph, jj21@cornell.edu. 

 Yom Hashoah – Friday May 20, 6:30pm 

Join us for a pot luck dinner at 6:30pm at Lifelong followed by a brief observance and discussion about 
the meaning of the Holocaust in our lives. For further information, contact Deirdre Silverman, 
dsilver@lightlink.com. 

June 2005 
 
Annual Membership Meeting, June 12, from 4:30 to 8pm  
 
Mark your calendars now, and plan to join us for the last event of our programming year, our Annual 
Membership Meeting.  We will review the past year's events, discuss policy issues and changes, as well 
as vote on new officers and the budget for the upcoming year.  We won't do business the whole time -- we 
will take a break in the middle for a catered supper, to give us all a chance to schmooze as well!  The  
Board will circulate a more detailed agenda later in the spring, so that members will know what specific 
issues are on the table.  This is a very important event for everyone to attend; it is a chance for members 
to put their voice into the decision-making process that makes Kol Haverim a strong community. The 
meeting will take place at the Lifelong Center; child care will be provided.  For more information, contact 
Stacia Zabusky, stacia@clarityconnect.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  5

 
COMMITTEE NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
Report of the Sunday School Planning Committee 
 
For the past five years, Kol Haverim Sunday School has been directed by Harry Segal, and we have been 
extremely fortunate to have had someone so dedicated and talented for the job, and someone who did it  
as a labor of love.  Under his guidance, our Sunday School has grown to 21 students today, and shows 
every sign of continuing to grow. The job of director is bigger than ever, but sadly, Harry has decided  
that he needs to step down after this academic year. 
 
In order to fill his shoes, several of the parents have formed a planning committee to take on the burden of  
hiring new teachers for next year, planning the curriculum, delineating the duties of the director and 
ultimately finding a new one.  The parents involved in the committee are Teresa Galloway, who is acting 
as Committee Chair, Barb Behrmann, Abby Cohn, Caren Cooper, Jennifer Orleans, Donna Raymond, and 
Stacia Zabusky. 
 
We have already begun advertising for teachers (including for a music/dance teacher!) for next year, and 
we are trying to expand our outreach beyond Cornell students to include Ithaca College students and also 
seniors, through Kendal and Lifelong, etc.  You can read the job descriptions and see the online 
application form at our Kol Haverim website. 
 
The Committee is continuing its work this spring to flesh out our curricular needs and what exactly we 
need our next director to be able to do.  Harry leaves us some big shoes to fill! 
 
Teresa Galloway 
 
 
Help Us to Remain a Caring Community 
 
Illnesses, births, deaths, injuries, moving.  These are among the inevitable situations in our lives in which 
help from others would be appreciated.  As members of a Community, we can assist our members who 
can use some special caring at difficult times as well as asking for help for ourselves.  Happy occasions 
deserve recognition, also.  Receiving a mazel tov from the Community also shows caring and enhances a 
sense of belonging. 
 
Please let the Caring Committee know about members of our Community who deserve help or 
recognition.  The Committee will call on members of the Community to assist if they are able to.  Simply 
contact one of us with the information and we’ll do the organizing.  You are free to organize an effort 
yourself, but please let one of us know so that we don’t duplicate your efforts.  Remember--people in 
need will be called about our proposals for assistance to ask if they wish our help.  
 
Feel free to call on us for help for yourself.  For example: “Please help!  I need a ride to a doctor 
appointment and all my friends are working.  Is anyone available?”  Don’t be shy; just call.   
 
We have appreciated the calls over the past few months to inform us about various situations.  These calls 
are the only way that our Committee can function effectively.  So please help the Committee show that 
our Community cares by calling or email: 
 
 Dee Thaler    272-5897 dthaler@twcny.rr.com 
 Mark Silverman   277-3345 psy4510000@yahoo.com     
 Greg Sloan  257-4231 gcs22@cornell.edu 
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Announcing a New Kol Haverim Adult Fiction Book Group! 
 
Purpose:  To read fiction by Jewish authors and to discuss the varied backgrounds and character of the 
Jewish people as portrayed in the novels.   
 
When and where: Once a month from September to May, excluding December.  The group will decide 
the day, time, and place. 
 
Examples of works the group might choose: Maus (Spiegelman), My Name is Asher Lev (Potok), The 
Tenants (Malamud), False Papers (Melson), The Red Tent (Diament). 
 
This group is being organized by Dee Thaler.  For the group to be viable, we need at least six interested 
participants.  You don't have to be a member to participate; non-members can join in for a basic fee of 
$20 for the year (pro-rated this year to reflect a mid-year start!).   Dee is interested in pulling together an 
organizational meeting in March (she'll supply a short story to any interested participants to get things 
going) to agree on logistics and to set meeting dates for early May and early June.   Contact Dee via e-
mail at: dthaler@twcny.rr.com, or via phone at 272-5897.  If you are interested or would like more 
information or if you can't attend an organizational meeting in March, but still want to join in, let her 
know that, too. 
 
Community Service Committee 
 
In February and March, the Community Service Committee, headed by Kate Forest, once again organized 
a shoebox drive for the Red Cross Friendship Center in Ithaca.  Last year, KH delivered 15 shoeboxes  
filled with personal care items.  This year it was a bit tougher, but we still managed to collect and deliver 
12 shoeboxes to the Red Cross.  Thanks to all who participated, and who helped to broaden the  
humanistic message of Kol Haverim into our community. 
 
 
Kol Haverim Library 
 
Thank you to those who donated books to KH library since last June: West family, Mendelson family, 
Silverman family, Dee  Thaler, Segal family, apologies if I skipped anyone. Donations have 
included literature for children, a photo album The Jews in America, edited by David Cohen; Maus.A 
Survivor's Tale. My Father Bleeds History, by Art Spiegelman,; There Once Was a World: a nine-
hundred-year chronicle of the shtetl of Eishyshok, by Yaffa Eliach; The Golden Land. The story of Jewish 
Immigration to America, by Rabbi Joseph Telushkin. Contact Alla Lukina, ail@CBord.com.  
 
 

 
FALL and WINTER EVENTS 

 
Sukkot at Little Tree Orchard 
 
Rain did not stop our Sukkot gathering back in early October.  Members, both old and new attended, and 
it was wonderful to see so many children there.  As has become our tradition, we held our observance at 
Little Tree Apple Orchard.  Realizing that the rain was not about to let up in time, the owners graciously 
let us hold our ceremony in the main building, as well as our picnic.  By the time we were ready to pick 
apples, the rain had stopped and we spread out among the trees to do so.  Perhaps one year we'll build 
a sukkah, but the lovely and bucolic orchard is just as wonderful! 
 
~Barbara Berhmann 
 
 



Kol Haverim Informational/Membership Luncheon 
 
A great time was had by all at the KH Informational/Membership Luncheon held last October!  Organized 
by Jennifer Orleans, Stacia Zabusky, Barb Behrmann, and Caren Cooper. It was a catered event for 
people interested in learning more about Humanistic Judaism and Kol Haverim, and for new (and old) 
KH Members.  It was informal, informational, and social, with time to eat and chat. We had 12 interested 
(new) folks in attendance!  In addition, KH members Jennifer, Stacia, Barb B., Caren, Mark Silverman, 
and David Levitsky (--plus a guest appearance by Harry Segal) were on hand to provide a warm welcome 
and information. The group talked together about their religious backgrounds, and it was fascinating to 
hear how much similarity there was amid the variation of people's experiences. Warm connections 
were made, good conversation and good food ruled the day. The success of this gathering makes us eager 
to have more of this type of event in the future! 
 
~Jennifer Orleans 
 
Panel on Secular Humanism in Christian, Jewish, and Islamic Traditions 
 
On October 15th, Kol Haverim sponsored a panel discussion about secular Humanism in different 
religious traditions.  Panel members included Kol Haverim’s David Levitsky, Unitarian Church member 
and contributor to the Humanist Manifest II, James Prescott, and fatemolla, from the Canadian-based 
Institute for the Secularisation of Islamic Society.  Panel members answered questions ranging from the 
French ban of headscarves to the US death penalty.   
 
~Caren Cooper 
 
 

 
David Levitsky 
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James Prescott 



 
fatemolla 
 
 
Shabbat Program with Professor Ed Salpeter  
 
In November, Dr.Edwin Salpeter, Professor of Astronomy at Cornell University joined us as our featured 
speaker at our Shabbat evening program pot-luck. He reminisced about growing up as a secular Jew in 
Austria during the rise of Fascism, describing his mother’s fears and father’s denial of the growing 
problems and how his family made a lucky escape, immigrating to Australia after Kristallnacht. Salpeter 
discussed the mixed success of the secular Jewish Sunday school in Ithaca that he helped form 40 years 
ago, when his children were young.  Salpeter concluded by relating his historical encounters with Fascism 
to current policies of the Bush administration.  
 
~Caren Cooper 
 
Members' Night Shabbat Program, Friday, November 12 
 
After the usual delicious pot-luck meal provided by the expert chefs we have in our membership, about 25 
KH members sat back to enjoy an evening learning more about some of our members' experience and 
talents.  We learned that Carol Bloomgarden and Gordon Bonnet are not only talented musicians, whose 
music has enhanced our many KH celebrations, but they are also visual artists. Gordon shared his vibrant 
collages of flowers and landscapes created out of cut up stamps.  Carol displayed her drawings based on 
the principle of micrography, in which the she uses written words from poems and other writings to create 
images of delicacy and complexity.  Carol explained how she had stumbled on this form of artistic 
expression herself, unaware that it is an ancient Jewish art form that utilized minute Hebrew letters to 
form representational, geometric and abstract designs.  Next, we were treated to a musical interlude, with 
Harry Segal on keyboards and his daughter Haley Karr-Segal on bass, as they mesmerized us with the 
rhythms of jazz.  Deirdre and Mark Silverman held us spellbound with the story of their trip to Cuba last 
year; their slides and anecdotes made their visit come alive and educated us all about what day to day life 
is like in Cuba today.  The evening closed with Barb Behrmann's presentation, as she finally gave us a 
glimpse into the project that has for so many months consumed her time and energy -- her book The 
Breastfeeding Cafe which will be published later this year.  She shared with us many of the stories she 
gathered from women around the country about their experiences as nursing mothers in our society, and 
we ended the evening moved by these touching, and also sometimes humorous, stories. 
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~Stacia Zabusky 



 
Peace Chanukah Celebration with the Klezmatics 
 
On December 12, Kol Haverim celebrated Chanukah with an entire afternoon of lively events.  Our 
family celebration included a dramatic skit of the traditional Chanukah story by our Sunday school kids.  
With a participatory family service and lots of good food, about 50 people attended.  Immediately 
following the family service, members enjoyed a Klezmer concert co-sponsored by Kol Haverim.  With 
an audience of 300, the concert opened with the local Ithaca College Klezmer Ensemble.  Then, in 
support of the UN International Decade for a Culture of Peace, Kol Haverim led a Peace Chanukah 
celebration that involved transforming the menorah into a symbol of peace.  Members took turns lighting 
candles to honor Jewish people throughout history who dedicated their lives to peace, justice, and 
equality.  While the candles burned, everyone enjoyed the Klezmatics playing Woody Guthrie songs.  
Woody Guthrie, whose music strengthened labor unions, also wrote Chanukah songs for his family, 
particularly for his mother-in-law, Yiddish poet and labor activist Aliza Greenblatt.  Woody's daughter 
Nora recently gave these lyrics to The Klezmatics, known for their wild, spiritual, provocative, and 
danceable music!  
 
~Caren Cooper 
 

 
Aliza Greenblatt 
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Chanukah Photos of the Performance 
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Family Evening of Sharing 
 
A lively group of Kol Haverim Families (about 30 people) gathered together on Friday, 2/25 to enjoy "A 
Family Evening of Sharing" at Lifelong Center.  After a yummy dinner of pizza, salad, and cookies (--
provided by KH), each family presented a cherished family heirloom to the group.  Stories were told, 
songs were sung, samples of special foods were eaten, and photos and special objects were shared. We 
learned some fascinating history and culture, and got a valuable opportunity to get to know each other 
better. The active participation of KH children made the evening especially exuberant! Many of those in 
attendance commented on  how interesting and enjoyable the program was, and many thought  this would 
be a great annual event. 
 
~Jennifer Orleans 

 
 

 
MEMBER NEWS 

 
Barbara Behrmann is delighted to announce the release of her book, The Breastfeeding Café: Mothers 
Share the Joys, Challenges and Secrets of Nursing,  published by the University of Michigan Press. Based 
on interviews with women from across the country, her book explores what it means to breastfeed in a 
bottle-feeding culture. Visit her website at www.breastfeedingcafe.com.  
 
 
 

MEMBER FORUM 
 
The Last Jews in Cuba….and Those Who Visit Them 
--Deirdre Silverman 
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Mark and I went to Cuba in February as part of a Witness for Peace delegation, focusing on the economic 
effects of the U.S. embargo against trade with Cuba. Although Witness for Peace is nominally a faith-
based organization, our group included people from a variety of faiths as well as non-believers. In Havana 
we stayed at the Martin Luther King Memorial Center, a community center attached to the Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, in a working class neighborhood. Although we were free to go off on our own, most of 



the speakers and events scheduled by Witness for Peace were interesting, informative and/or fun enough 
that we wanted to stay with the group, so we didn’t have a lot of free time. But we did manage to get a 
few glimpses relating to Jewish life in Cuba today. 
 
We’d been interested in learning about the history of Jews in Cuba, and those who remained after the 
1959 Revolution. Jews first came to Cuba in the late 15th century, with or shortly after Columbus’s 
voyages. There was a Jewish presence in all of the major cities, and Cuba was receptive to Jewish 
refugees fleeing Europe before World War II. In the mid-20th century, the proximity to Florida and the 
prevalence of casinos, prostitution and other money-making tourist ventures made Jewish gangsters a 
formidable presence in Cuba and strong allies of the Batista regime. All of that changed in 1959. 
 
On our last morning in Havana we went to Vedado, a fancier neighborhood with great Art Deco 
buildings, to find La Gran Sinagoga (the main synagogue), Bet Shalom. The synagogue was renovated in 
1999, with US money. It looked very much like a suburban US temple. But it has no rabbi, serves Jews of 
all flavors, and sees itself as “conservative light.” We talked to two teenage boys who had both been Bar 
Mitzvah by a Rabbi visiting from Venezuela. Among the photos in the synagogue’s lobby were some of 
Fidel Castro visiting the temple for Hanukkah and other celebrations. There are rumors that Fidel had 
Jewish ancestors, and the Cuban government has treated Jews better than other religious groups. 
Observant Jews received ration coupons for beef when everyone else had to eat pork, and Jewish religious 
schools were allowed to remain open when all others were closed by government decree. (In recent years, 
the Cuban government has departed from its official atheist stance, and all religions are now allowed to 
practice openly.  Rev. Suarez, the leader of the Community Center where we stayed, is a member of the 
Cuban National Assembly, their legislature.) 
 
 

 
Post-Bar Mitzvah Boys 
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Still, it’s estimated that 95% of the Jewish population has left Cuba since 1959, and that only those who 
were intermarried and very integrated into Cuban society, or too poor to emigrate, have remained.  There 
are said to be only 1300-1500 Jews left in the country. (Though the two boys told us that was 1300-1500 



Jewish families, and they said many were elderly.) There are probably more Jewish tourists than that in 
Cuba each month, and Jewish charitable organizations in the United States, Canada, Venezuela and other 
countries have been very generous in support of Cuban Jews, so they are better off than most others in the 
country. The synagogue had a well-stocked pharmacy, with supplies donated by visiting tourists and 
Jewish groups. 
 

Sunday School Class 
 
Sunday School classes were going on, and there were displays about the Holocaust. Also a display about 
Israel, with a sticker of a Jewish star that read “Yo amo Israel” (I love Israel). Since Israel is usually the 
only country, other than the Marshall Islands, that supports the US embargo in votes at the United 
Nations, and Cuba has no diplomatic relations with Israel, it was interesting to find that slogan 
prominently displayed. When we asked one of the synagogue staff about it, she shrugged and indicated 
that it was still the Jewish homeland. 
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Holocaust Memorial 
 
A tour bus pulled up and disgorged a group of Jewish American photographers loaded down with very 
expensive cameras and boxes of medicine for the pharmacy. When we asked one whether he knew any 
Spanish, he admitted he didn’t, then grinned and pulled a dollar out of his pocket. “My Spanish is VERY 
good,” he purred as he stroked the bill. The Ugly Americans met their match in Solomon, the Shammes 
(caretaker/sexton) of the synagogue, who had worked there for 40 years. Perched on the steps leading to 
the sanctuary, this small, bird-like man was eager for $1 tips from the photographers. As they jostled for 
angles to take his picture, Solomon held out his hand and croaked, “Mas? Mas? (more?)” 
 
By chance, one evening in Habana Vieja (Old Havana), the major tourist area of the city, a friend and I 
stumbled into the Hotel Raquel, a newly renovated hotel designed to cater to Jewish tourists.  The Raquel 
opened in June, 2003 in what was once a thriving Jewish neighborhood, which still houses a kosher 
butcher and the oldest synagogue in Havana, Adat Israel. The hotel’s lobby is ornately gaudy, with huge 
Star of David chandeliers and illustrated passages from the Old Testament as wall decor. A giant mezuzah 
hangs at the entrance. The “kosher style” restaurant, called the Garden of Eden (the bar is L’Chaim), 
serves matzo ball soup, ersatz gefilte fish, blintzes, beet salad. Just in case the message isn’t clear enough, 
the guest rooms are named after Old Testament patriarchs and matriarchs. (Does sleeping in the Solomon 
room impart wisdom? Is the Sarah room appropriate for a ménage a trois?) 
 
The paradoxes of Judaism in Cuba paralleled many of the contradictions we found in the country. On 
June 30, the Bush Administration imposed new restrictions on travel to Cuba. This includes severe limits 
on visits by family members now living in the United States, reducing the number and frequency of visits, 
which family members can be visited, and what can be brought into the country. This attempt to weaken 
the Castro government will make life much harder, economically and emotionally, for many Cubans, and 
if anything will strengthen their resolve to resist US power. Those who live in Cuba, and those who are 
able to visit, hope fervently for a new direction in US policy. 
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For a fuller report on our trip to Cuba, go to http://www.montrealserai.com, and click on “No Dreams in 
Cuba”. For more information about Witness for Peace trips to Cuba and other Latin American countries, 
go to http://www.witnessforpeace.org and click on Travel. 
 
 
Wedding of Alla and Sergey Lukina daughter 
 
Alla and Sergey Lukina would like to share with you the excitement and joy of a recent event in their 
family's life - the marriage of their daughter Irina to Alexey Chernyakov. The wedding took place in 
Rochester, NY on November 26 of 2004. 
 
Choosing the right wedding ritual was not an easy task. The young couple did not want a religious 
ceremony as neither of them have strong religious ties. And yet they wanted to include elements of a 
traditional Jewish wedding to represent a significant part of their families' heritage and their own feelings. 
The philosophy of Humanistic Judaism pointed them in the right direction and allowed them to combine 
traditional Jewish elements with secular beliefs. 
 
The event began with a non-religious chuppah ceremony that was wonderfully designed and conducted by 
Barb Behrman our ex-chair and the founder of Kol Haverim community. We owe many-many thanks to 
Barb for creating the perfect ceremony for the young couple when they themselves could not yet picture 
what they wanted. 
 
A celebration, filled with dances, toasts, and an abundance of great food and drinks, followed. The bride's 
older brother, Slava, led this second part of the wedding. While the evening was distinctly bi-lingual (both 
English and Russian were spoken throughout the evening), all precautions were taken that no one, no 
matter what language he or she spoke, had fallen out of the loop. A Russian-Italian band provided 
outstanding music, making sure that virtually no guest could stay away from the dance floor. And, of 
course, the main feature, cause and attraction of the whole evening was a magnificent young couple – 
bride and groom - Irina and Alexey. 
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Beyond Belief by Caren Cooper   
(originally published in the Ithaca Journal, November 2004) 
 
Church by God, Government by People 
 
Given the frequent evocation of ‘God’ and ‘Jesus’ during the recent Presidential campaign, the 
“Christian” rhetoric concerning the War on Terror, and the faith-based initiatives of the Bush 
administration, I feel it necessary to emphasize the value of the First Amendment of our Constitution, 
which says "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof...." This is frequently called the wall of separation of church and state, a point with which 
I hope we are all familiar.  This ‘wall of separation’ is intended to protect religion; and yet religious 
people are too often the first to dismiss or even oppose this principle.  
 
The notion of the US as a theistic nation is counter to our Constitution.  With the goal of preventing 
religious persecution, as took place in the Old World, those who established our democracy consciously 
and explicitly created a secular government.  Hence, our Constitution does not mention God.  It grants 
authority to “We, the People” rather than to religious doctrine or divine revelation.  This was to safeguard 
religion, not to destroy it; and to make government an effective tool for the people, not a system that 
abused religion, such as by allowing a political party to claim ownership of “moral values” based on their 
narrow interpretation of Christianity.   
 
Unfortunately, we only pay lip service to the First Amendment, too often accepting that we achieve the 
separation of church and state in theory, but not in practice.  As a consequence, our currency contains the 
words “In God We Trust.” In public schools, our children are taught to say “one nation under God” as 
they affirm their patriotism.  Those we elect to public office generally end their speeches with “and may 
God bless America.”  And states like Ohio choose a motto such as, “With God, anything is possible” 
(even, it turns out, the exploitation of God for political gain).  Of course, some of these are not 
constitutional violations, but they illustrate the lackadaisical attitude that is common toward the wall of 
separation between church and state, and the lack of respect for the wisdom of keeping a distance between 
the practice of one’s religion and the act of participating in a secular government.   
 
Thus it is not surprising that, as found in an October survey by National Public Radio, the Kaiser Family 
Foundation and Harvard's Kennedy School of Government, about half of all immigrants think that they 
must believe in God to truly be part of American society.  In contrast, less than a quarter of those born in 
the United States view believing in God as an integral part of being American.  Why the different 
perception? Has US pop culture unwittingly become theistic? With a glance at Hollywood and TV, I’d 
say the portrayal of our everyday customs doesn’t uphold religious themes.  Could it be, then, that during 
the last four years our government has become theistic, promoting a particular brand of Christianity in its 
domestic and international agenda?  
 
If we look carefully, we see an accumulation of transgressions that, seen individually, seemed small 
enough that we decided to ignore each.  For example, early this year, the first school voucher program 
passed for Washington DC, despite the residents’ strong opposition. (Resident opposition mattered little 
as DC is without a voting Congressional representative).  School vouchers and tuition tax credits divert 
government funds to non-public, primarily religious schools, funds that should be spent to improve our 
secular, public schools where the majority of people will continue to be educated.  
Back in 1964, President Johnson signed The Civil Rights Act, which bans discrimination in employment 
on the basis of race, gender, or religion.  Bush’s faith-based proposals set us back 40 years as they allow 
religious organizations to receive government money even when they do not comply with the Civil Rights 
Act.  For example, in February 2004, the House voted for provisions in a social services bill that allow 
churches to receive public money for their programs even while they discriminate on the basis of religion 
in their job hiring practices.  
If these actions don’t bother you, ask yourself if you are following a double standard.  To see what I 
mean, let’s look back to Autumn 2003, when the controversy over the Ten Commandments in the 
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Alabama courthouse was at its peak. A survey by USA Today, CNN, and Gallup revealed that people 
tend to value the separation of church and state when it separates other religions from government, but 
not when it separates their own religion from government.  For example, 70% approved of a monument of 
the Ten Commandments in a public area, but only 33% approved of a monument of the Qur’an in a public 
area.  Similarly, 64% approved of federal funds for social programs run by Christian organizations, but 
only 41% approved of federal funds for social programs run by Islamic organizations.  
 
Until recently, I assumed that secular people, like me (a Humanistic Jew) were the most vocal on 
separation of church and state issues, not wanting any religious doctrine imposed on public institutions.  
In fact, most lawsuits regarding church and state issues have been brought by people of a religious faith; 
not surprisingly, from minority religions.  The separation of church and state in our secular, democratic 
country is not to discourage or prevent religious belief, but the opposite.  It is intended to protect freedom 
of religion for the diverse array of religious beliefs held by our citizens.  A leader who imposes religion 
on his/her people is the enemy of liberty, justice, and freedom, irrespective of which religion is being 
imposed, because imposing one religion will inevitably injure others.  Breaking the wall of separation 
corrupts religions for political rewards while weakening our democracy’s treasured ability to protect our 
personal liberties from the rule of any particular majority.  
 
So, don’t base your approval for a law that violates ‘the wall of separation’ on whether your religious 
belief coincides with that encroachment or not.  Your religious beliefs might win out today, but lose 
tomorrow.  Don’t let elected officials demean your religion by using it for political gains.  I challenge 
people of faith to step up and be the first to defend the separation of church and state and to tell President 
Bush that, while he may listen to God on the issue of his faith, he needs to listen to THE PEOPLE on 
issues of OUR government.  
 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE SOCIETY FOR HUMANISTIC JUDAISM 

Albert Einstein, the Humanist 

                               by Cary Shaw 

                                    Albert Einstein’s anniversary is being especially honored this year, yet how many 
people know he was a humanist? Yes, it’s true. Albert Einstein was a humanist. He did not believe in a 
personal god. In his own words, he did not believe in a god who would create weak creatures and then 
punish or reward them for their weaknesses. Nor did he believe in an afterlife. He said he believed in 
Spinoza’s god, which is essentially the order in nature, no more, no less. Not something to which one 
would pray with the expectation of help or even personal interest. Einstein was Jewish and proud to be a 
Jew. He wrote, “A desire for knowledge for its own sake, a love of justice that borders on fanaticism, and 
a striving for personal independence--these are the aspects of the Jewish people's tradition that allow me 
to regard my belonging to it as a gift of great fortune.” Einstein is being especially honored this year. It is 
the 100th anniversary of his “miracle year.” In 1905 he published one incredible paper after another: 
proving atomic matter as the cause of Brownian (random) motion in liquids, the deduction of the size of 
molecules, and the revelation that light behaves as a beam of tiny particles, photons, which would, he 
predicted, enable gravity to bend light waves. That truth of that prediction was observed and measured in 
1919, securing Einstein’s fame. He capped that off in 1905 with the theory of relativity: that the speed of 
light is constant, the universe may expand, and mass and energy are equivalent.  

Einstein is also being honored this year because it is the 50th anniversary of his death on April 18, 1955. A 
series of events will culminate with the unveiling of a new statue of him at Princeton on Monday April 
18. The U.N. has declared 2005 to be World Physics Year in his honor. Chancellor Gerhard Schröder 
pronounced 2005 "Einstein Year" in Germany.   
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There are many ways Humanistic Jewish congregations many learn about Einstein and celebrate his 
memory. We can hold an event. It may be a candle lighting in his memory, and what better way to 
connect with his discoveries about light? It may include a presentation/discussion on Einstein. The 
possibilities are endless. We can also publicize our events and invite the wider community.  

Sources on Einstein include the books Judaism in a Secular Age edited by Kogel and Katz, and The Faith 
of Secular Jews edited by SaulGoodman, both available from SHJ (see www.shj.org, Book Store). The 
Quotable Einstein is available in libraries.  Material is also available from the SHJ’s password-protected 
private online library at www.grovesite.com.  Someone at your HJ congregation will have access, or 
email Cary Shaw at fresser25@aol.com.   

     

 

http://us.f309.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=fresser25@aol.com
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