
Stock Market Simulation Guidelines 
 

Directions: For this next project you will need to register with the Virtual Stock 

Exchange at marketwatch.com.  

 

Go to marketwatch.com/game where you will need to create a profile and register. 

Click the Login link (top right). Locate the word Register (blue link). Complete the 

member profile form (you may use fictitious info for everything except the email 

address). You may fill in the profile info using with whatever you wish (except the 

email address). I would not recommend selecting any of the special offers – clear all 

check boxes. You may, however, have to click the box(es) stating that you 

understand the terms of the simulation. In the event that you do not have an e-mail 

account, please create a Gmail, Yahoo or Hotmail account (at home).  

 

Your email address must be valid so that Marketwatch can send you registration 

verification - when you receive the notification click the confirmation link in the email 

located at the bottom to activate your account). This is a necessary evil to enter the 

competition. Your display name may be anything you wish (using discretion, of 

course). Your password must be something that you will remember. On your next 

visit to Marketwatch you will need to login. After you have logged in locate the 

games link on the right side of the Marketwatch homepage. You should see the stock 

simulation listed there. 

 

Proceed to the Virtual Stock Exchange. You should then select the Find a game to 

join. You will need to enter the game ID which is gcs_2011. You may then wish to 

look over the competition details. The group password is indian11. You will then 

need to click on the Join Game link. Once you have joined the game you may 

access it via http://www.marketwatch.com/game/gcs2011. 

 

To check your member status, choose Ranking. It is recommended that you next 

access online trading tools (see below) to find stock symbols (names) and guidance 

(additional info - http://www.mygroton.net/school/econplan.html week 13).  

 

Requirements 
 

You will be required to complete a 3 page essay (900 words) including 1) “The 

Origins and Function of the Stock Market” and 2) an analysis of your transactions at 

the conclusion of the project so…you should: 

 

 Not play internet/computer games. You will lose 2 points from your 

project (per event) if you fail to comply. 

 

 Attempt to trade regularly (you must make 80 (B) transactions minimum 

– 120 (A) or more recommended; the more you trade the better chance 

you have at a good grade). 

 

 Write notes (news bytes) to yourself about why you purchased a 

particular stock (for part 2 of your essay). 

 

 Consider starting a rough draft of the required essay as soon as possible 

(identifying the Origins and Function of the Stock Market will probably 

http://www.marketwatch.com/game/gcs2011


make the simulation more enjoyable as well – much of this info may be 

found in chapter 11 section 3 of you textbook.) 

 

Please Note: You’ll be trading regularly (at least on school days – probably Fridays 

after quiz) until the simulation ends. You may not play internet/computer 

games during this time. You will be responsible for weekly terms, quizzes and 

projects. You will then be given several days at the end of the simulation to complete 

your project analysis requirement. After that, you will complete your final exam.  

 

Online Trading Tools 
 
To make money you buy (stock) low and sell high. Alternatively, you may opt to 

sell short and buy to cover to make money as the price of the stock decreases.  

 

You sell stock that you buy and buy to cover stock you that you sold short to lock 

in you earnings. Do not buy and sell short on the same stock (at the same 

time). 

 

Go to Google> More >Finance  

 

or  

 

CNN.com > Money > Markets > Market Movers.  

 

or 

 

finance.yahoo.com/access the Yahoo stock screener 

 

Type in the first few letters of the name of a company (or stock symbol) and review 

the resulting chart. 

 

Green results (price increase) indicate a possible Buy order  

 

Red results (price decrease) indicate a possible Sell Short order.  

 

Important Reminder: You do not want to buy and sell short on a stock at the 

same time – you will only possibly break even. 

 

To access the trading options you will need to select the Trade link (see below). 
 

It is difficult for even skilled investors to make money in tough market times.  

The goal of the stock market simulation project is for you to make as much (mock) 

money as possible. You are required to make a minimum of 40 transactions (i.e. Buy 

20, Sell 20) to be eligible for a C. If you do not make money, you will not be 

penalized so long as you support your decisions in your analysis. (i.e. I bought 

shares of stock in a movie company because they released a new movie) On the 

other hand, in the event that you are able to make $100,000, you will receive a 100 

on the project (assuming, of course, that you hand in your analysis of your 

transactions). Note: All transactions may take up to 15 minutes to complete 

(to acquire or remove). The acquisition or removal of stock will be acquired 

or removed at the execution price of the stock at that time.  



Strategic Thought: Prior to trading you may wish to consider, if possible, waiting to 

see which direction the stock market is moving. The market opens at 9:30 AM. You 

may wish to consider waiting until 10:00 to 10:30 AM to begin trading. 

Additionally, remember that it is recommended that you use Google > Finance to 

gather information on stocks that you may wish to acquire. Upon reaching the 

Google finance homepage you should see the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A noteworthy item to view here would be the position of the various markets. A large 

increase in the DOW, for example, might indicate a good “buy” day. A large 

decrease, on the other hand, might indicate a good day to “sell short”.  The number 

found next to Dow Jones reflects the willingness of investors to acquire or sell the 

DOW 30 stocks. Dow 30 stocks are known proven stocks that usually yield a return 

in the long term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After you secure the position of the market you may then wish to scroll down to 

locate the sector summary. This is a chart that reflects how well various sectors of 

the economy are doing. For example, in the above screen shot capital goods appear 

to be doing exceptionally well. You may therefore wish to click Capital Goods link to 

review the trading activity. You will see gainers, losers and actives. If you were to 

select gainers you might observe stock activity that resembles the following company 

shown below. 



Once you have established what stock(s) you wish to purchase, return to VSE and 

click on the trading link. You will then be able to enter the stock symbol that you 

found on Google and/or peruse their recommendations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click the TRADE link to activate the trading window. From there you may choose to 

buy or sell short as well as access other trading options (default is buy). Select the 

portfolio link to sell (or buy to cover) your acquisitions at a later point in time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noteworthy items on the above screenshot may include: 

Range: (33.81-37.03) – The stocks highest and lowest values for the day. 

52 week: (24.31-40.75) – The stocks highest and lowest values for the year. You 

may wish to compare the current value with the highest or lowest value and then 

seek news (for analysis purposes) if you decide to invest in this stock. 

Open (34.02) – The value at which the stock opened at the beginning (9:30 AM) of 

the day. 

Vol/Avg: (545…) - The average volume over the past three months of a stock is 

often fairly similar to the stock’s volume over the past day. Knowing the average 

volume can help you decide when the daily volume is active enough to warrant 

notice. 

Mkt cap (1.36B) – The total dollar market value of all of a company's outstanding 

shares. 

P/E (26.02) - In general, a high P/E suggests that investors are expecting higher 

earnings growth in the future compared to companies with a lower P/E. 

(investopedia.com) 

Div/Yield (0.11/1.21) - A financial ratio that shows how much a company pays 

out in dividends each year relative to its share price. (investopedia.com). 

EPS (Earnings Per Share) - The portion of a company's profit allocated to each 

outstanding share of common stock. Earnings per share serve as an indicator of a 

company's profitability (investopedia.com). 

Shares (37.23M) – The total number of total shares issued. 

Beta (1.19) - Beta is a measure of a stock's volatility in relation to the market. By 

definition, the market has a beta of 1.0, and individual stocks are ranked according 

to how much they deviate from the market. A stock that swings more than the 

market over time has a beta above 1.0. If a stock moves less than the market, the 

stock's beta is less than 1.0. High-beta stocks are supposed to be riskier but provide 

a potential for higher returns; low-beta stocks pose less risk but also lower returns. 

(wikipedia.com) 

Inst. Own (79%) – The amount of shares held by the company. 

 

Additional info may be found at http://www.mygroton.net/school/econplan.html 

week 13. 

 

 

A,B,C… Indicates 

a news byte that 

may be useful in 

the analysis 

portion of your 
essay. 



Advanced Strategy (for when you understand what is going on) 
 

 When you begin to understand the basic concepts of buying and/or selling 

short, you may opt to start volume acquisitions. This strategy can be risky; however, 

it offers the greatest rewards. Locate a relative low priced stock. Determine whether 

to buy or sell short. Buy at least 100,000 shares. This will make (or lose) you game 

money at rate of $1000 for every penny that the stock increases or declines.   
 

In the event that you do not feel comfortable participating the stock sim project, you 

may alternatively write a six page (1800 word) paper on the Origin and Function of 

the Stock Market. This paper must be submitted at the conclusion of the stock 

simulation project. 

 

(Short Version) Stock Market Simulation Guidelines 
 

Class Participants 
 No internet/computer games are to be played. You will lose 2 points 

from your project (per event) if you fail to comply. 

 Top class player who earns >$100k and writes their paper gets a grade 

of 100, gets a big block candy bar and is eligible for an end of the year 

award.  

 Any class player who earns >$100k and writes their paper gets a grade 

of 100 and is eligible for an end of the year award.. 

 Top class player who earns <$100k and writes their paper, and 

completes at least 120 transactions gets an A+. 

 Any player who writes a satisfactory paper and completes at least 120 

transactions gets an A. 

 Any player who writes a satisfactory and completes at least 80 

transactions gets a B. 

 Any player who writes a satisfactory and completes at least 40 

transactions gets a C.  

 Bottom class player who loses the most money gets a big block candy 

bar. 

 

Non-Class Participants (if allowed) 
 Top non-class player who earns the most money gets a big block candy 

bar. 

 All non-class participants must add _nc to their name (example 

Trump_nc) 

 

All Participants 
 Each player may only have one account… 

 

All stock sim player names must be school appropriate and should in no way send a 

negative (or positive remark) to any other participant. Failure to observe this 

guideline may result in your immediate removal from the simulation. 


