
The Constitution and the Supreme Court 

The United States Constitution guarantees certain rights to all citizens. The twenty seven amendments to 
the Constitution ensure the rights of all citizens and provide additional governmental guidelines. They 
provide a foundation for certain rights that are not clearly identified within the Constitution. For example, 
the First Amendment guarantees freedom of expression to all citizens.  
 

These amendments are, however, open to interpretation. In some instances, individuals may challenge 
the constitutionality of decisions made by lower courts and various other entities. These decisions may be 
appealed to the highest court, the Supreme Court, for interpretation if an individual or group receives an 
unsatisfactory ruling (i.e. they lose in the lower court). Please select a precedent setting Supreme Court 
Case (from links provided at the bottom of the page) and complete the one of the assignments described 
below.  
 

Option 1 Create a PowerPoint or Prezi presentation that includes:  
8-10 slide minimum (6 sentences/bullets and 1 image per slide minimum - 21/2-5 minutes) that includes  
      coverage of a precedent setting Supreme Court Case (i.e. Miranda vs. Arizona) that illustrates a   
      potential violation of a constitutional amendment.  
Include a slide that defines the amendment(s) that were challenged (i.e. First Amendment).  
Include background details about the case (who, what, where, when, why and how).  
Include slides that identify how various judges ruled (in the affirmative or dissent) as well as a   
      summary of their opinions. In the event that the opinion was unanimous include a summary of    
      their findings.  
Include the outcome of the case and how it shaped current US legal policy (i.e. provided  
      citizens with additional rights or modified governmental policy).  
Include an "I agree or disagree with this decision because...” slide (including supporting details).  
Document your sources(s) at the bottom of each slide.  
Be prepared to share your presentation with the class to achieve a grade > B.  
 

Option 2 Verbal Presentation  
Create a 21/2-5 minute presentation (on note cards with supporting imagery) that includes:  
Coverage of a precedent setting Supreme Court Case (i.e. Miranda vs. Arizona) that illustrates a  
      potential violation of a constitutional amendment.  
Include information that defines the amendment(s) that were challenged (i.e. First Amendment). 
Include background details about the case (who, what, where, when, why and how). 
Include information that identifies how various judges ruled (in the affirmative or dissent)  
      and a summary of their opinions. In the event that the opinion was unanimous include a summary of   
      their findings.  
Include the outcome of the case and how it shaped current US legal policy (i.e. provided citizens with   
      additional rights or modified governmental policy).  
Include an "I agree or disagree with this decision because...” (including supporting details). 
Include visual props throughout the presentation (6 – minimum)  
Document your sources and be prepared to verbally share your presentation with the class.  
 

Option 3 Write a 31/2 (1050 words) page paper that includes:  
Information about your court case including:  
Include information that defines the amendment(s) which was challenged (i.e. First Amendment).  
Include background details about the case (who, what, where, when, why and how). 
Include information that identify how various judges ruled (in the affirmative or dissent)  
      and summarize their opinions. In the event that the opinion was unanimous include a summary of      
      their consensus.  
Include the outcome of the case and how it shaped current US legal policy (i.e. provided  
      citizens with additional rights or modified governmental policy).  
Include in your conclusion an "I agree or disagree with this decision because...” (including supporting  
      details). 
Include images throughout the presentation (1 per page – minimum)  
Document your sources(s) on a citation page.  
No Verbal Component Required 
 

More info on back… 



The Constitution and the Supreme Court 

Grading  
You will be evaluated on: 1) your ability to follow directions and cooperate with others, 2) the amount of 
classroom time devoted to the project, 3) the accuracy and quality (including images) of the information 

provided, 4) your delivery to the class (excepting option 3).  
 
You will have several class days (5) to complete your project. If the project is completed prior to the 
deadline it must be shown to and approved by the instructor. Other school work or school 
appropriate web browsing (no games) may then be completed during this time. Late projects will not be 

accepted barring extraordinary circumstances once a deadline has been given (ordinary absences are 
not extraordinary).  
 
I _______________________________________________ understand the aforementioned 
instructions, have chosen to complete my project on the precedent setting Supreme Court case  

_____________________________________________________  
and agree to complete my project on or before the aforementioned deadline to the best of my 
ability.  

 
Please return this handout to the instructor upon completion. Thank you for your cooperation.  
 
Note: You may find some precedent setting Supreme Court case examples at:  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landmark_decisions_in_the_United_States  
http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/cases/topic.htm 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landmark_decisions_in_the_United_States
http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/cases/topic.htm

